Pawprint ¢* %

The Quarterly Publication of

Fall/Winter 2022 Issue No. 58

BAGHEERA PART 2

L, L |

§.~.

It’s well known that cats are full of
surprises. They never cease to amaze us.
Therefore, we shouldn’t have been sur-
prised when Bagheera was adopted - but
we were.

Bagheera was showcased in a previ-
ous newsletter and because of that several
people came to meet him. It was the
same story at each visit - feigned indif-
ference and an ignoring of all overtures.

As his first anniversary of being at
CASAS neared we felt he would be with
us forever and that would be alright with
us.

One day a call came in. Mike’s cat
passed away and he was lonely. A dis-
cussion of available cats followed. Mike
wanted to meet Bagheera the next day.
Sure, no problem.

By now you can guess what hap-
pened. Bagheera was the perfect
charmer, Mike fell in love, and a very
special bond was formed. Who knows
how these things come about but they do.
A wonderful older cat found the home he
wanted with the man he had been waiting
for all these months. Bagheera sleeps
with Mike every night and is a happy,
relaxed, and very playful cat. This is
why we do what we do.

CAT CHAT
THE GENTLE PURR

by Roz Goldstein

Kittens, those cute, energetic, mis-
chievous little balls of fur are of course
dear to a feline fancier’s heart. But let
us not underestimate the calm loving of
an older cat.

Those kittens will grow up and grow
older. The indoor cat’s life span is in-
creasing with better food, medicine and
caring. Many cats may live 15 to 20+
years. I have been privileged to share
life with an 18-year-old and 19 % year
old who are now gone. Currently my
18+ year old is still enjoying life.

As cats live longer, they can find them-
selves, through no fault of their own, in
a shelter. An older cat may have lost
their older human companion through
death or the persons’ need for a nursing
home. They come here often confused,
perhaps depressed for losing their home
and companion.

Most cats will adjust well given lov-
ing care and shelter. Some may need
medical follow up. Most senior cats
maintain their health well into old age.
Common ailments in older cats (people
too) can be diabetes, kidney disease,
thyroid disease, and arthritis. As with
humans, cats can be treated medically
and with diet. CASAS staff can teach
an adopter how to care for a special
needs cat and sometimes help with
cost. Never use human or dog medicine
on your cat.

The benefit of adopting an older cat
is getting a companion with an estab-
lished personality and quieter, gentler
behavior. Cats can be grateful for the
love and comfort of a new home after
some adjustment. An older human will
have a loving companion. Cats are
good company for those living alone.
The “gentle purr” had been shown to
benefit blood pressure and reduce
stress.

CARRIE A. SEAMAN ANIMAL SHELTER

Of course, gentle grooming, play and a
warm windowsill are essential in keep-
ing the feline mind functioning well
(since they cannot do crossword puz-
zles). A laser pointer, which requires
less human effort, may spark play in-
terest.

Senior cats that come into the shel-
ter are frequently adopted but some are
not. Those cats become our shelter
companions and will live out the rest of
their lives in CASAS home environ-
ment.

Of course, these long-term residents
require care and that can be expensive
over time. Food, medical care, heat,
etc. are provided by the shelter.

CASAS relies on donations from us
to keep running, adopting, and espe-
cially caring for our long-term senior
residents.

Please consider adopting a senior cat
and donating to their care.

“Come grow old with me, the best is yet
to be” — Robert Browning

PET APPRECIATION WEEK 2022

We were so happy we could have a
full roster of events for Pet
Appreciation Week !

We kicked off the week on Sunday
with our opening party at the
Provincetown Brewing Company,
where the winner of our beer label pho-
tograph contest was announced, along
with the label on the can of the tasty
brew (please see additional article
elsewhere in this Newsletter).

Friday night brought us to the Fabu-
lous Fish Fry fundraiser at Bayside
Betsy’s. Thank you Tony Valentino!

The following Saturday we started
with the Blessing of the Animals at St.
Mary of the Harbor Episcopal
Church. The animals were blessed by
Reverend William Rich. This was his
first time doing the Blessing in
Provincetown and he really enjoyed the
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