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OUR GOLDEN OLDIES

 by Roz Goldstein
     As Winter approaches, we welcome 
the holiday season with joy. But we 
also face the possibility of destructive 
winter storms. Today, I will address 
dealing with all that winter brings as it 
can impact our pet’s welfare, as well as 
ours.
     First, we will discuss emergency go-
kits and shelters in the event you need 
to evacuate during a storm. 
Include in a Pet Emergency Go Kit:

• 3 or more days of food in air-
tight containers and water

• Medical records, especially 
current vaccination information

• Any medications your pet takes 
regularly

• A collar with an ID tag
• A Cat carrier. You are not al-

lowed to bring cats into a shel-
ter without being in a carrier. It 
may be noisy and busy with 
strangers and your cat may run 
out of your arms

• Pet litter and a litter box
• A photo of you and your pet 

together if possible as well as 
any microchip information you 
have

• A few toys and bedding (do not 
overpack due to the lack of 
space in the shelter)

• A name of an alternate person 
who can be responsible for 
your pet if you are incapacitat-
ed

• Research ahead of time motels 
and hotels willing to take pets.

A list of Cape Cod shelters accepting 
pets follows:

• Pet Shelters run by Cape Card 
DART

• Barnstable Intermediate 
School. 895 Falmouth Rd, 
Hyannis

• Falmouth High School
• Sandwich High School
• Cape Cod Regional Tech in 

Harwich

• Nauset Regional High School 
(managed by Lower Cape An-
imal Shelter Team - LCAST)

• Provincetown Emergency Shel-
ter, Veterans Memorial Com-
munity Center, 2 Mayflower 
Street, Provincetown

     Once in the shelter, your pet will be 
crated in a separate area from the hu-
mans. You will be allowed to visit with 
your pet during the day. Sleeping quar-
ters are separate. It might be a good 
idea that if you have flea protectant, to 
apply this before you leave if not used 
recently. This is just a precaution.
     As all the fun holidays approach, of 
course we include our family and 
friends in our planned festivities. This 
of course includes our furry compan-
ions. During the holidays, some of us 
will look forward to having guests in 
our home. Doorbells, visitors, and noise 
may stress your cat. Don’t be surprised 
if they look to hide. Even a social cat 
can be overwhelmed by people and 
noise. Of course, make sure everyone 
knows about the presence of your cat(s) 
and doesn’t hold open doors to the out-
side. Sometimes it is safer and less 
stressful to put your feline friend in a 
familiar room with food, water, litter 
box and toys. Keep to the cats feeding 
and medicine routine as well. Micro-
chipping your cat in case they do es-
cape is a good idea.
     As we decorate the house and tree 
be cautious about putting out breakable 
ornaments, hanging them high on the 
tree. But as we know, cats climb, espe-
cially kittens, so this may not be an op-
tion. Do not put tinsel on the tree as 
cats love to chew this and can get an 
obstruction (this goes for ribbon as 
well). Make sure all electric cords are 
out of the way. Cats, again especially 
kittens, may chew on them. An electric 
cord cover may be used. Make sure any 
water the tree may be standing in (live 
trees) is inaccessible. Animals can get 
very ill from the resins accumulating in 
this water. Holiday plants are often 
gifted or used as décor. A list of plants 
that are harmful is:  amaryllis, azaleas, 
chrysanthemums, holly, ivy, juniper, 
mistletoe - and most dangerous are 
lilies. While holly and poinsettias may 
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PET OXYGEN MASKS
     We met our goal! Thanks so 
much for all of you stepping up to 
the financial plate to allow us to 
purchase 8 Pet Oxygen Mask Kits 
to donate to the Truro and Wellfleet 
Fire Departments. These masks can 
make a difference between life and 
death for a pet that has been ex-
posed to smoke from an accidental 
fire.  Provincetown has the requi-
site mask kits, thanks in part to 
their local Animal Welfare Com-
mittee.

SMILE
CASAS has created as ac-

count with AmazonSmile.  This is 
a program where Amazon donates 
0.5% of the purchase price of eli-
gible products to the charitable or-
ganizations selected by their cus-
tomers.  Please help us out if shop 
with Amazon.
Go to:  http://smile.amazon.com  
You will need to spell out Carrie A. 
Seaman Animal Shelter not just 
CASAS.

http://smile.amazon.com

