
DUNE KITTY     

    Java

     My morning started like any other, 
grabbing those great last moments in 
bed with my kitties cuddling. I reach 
for my cell, turn it on, and start 
scrolling through Provincetown 
Community Space Facebook page, 
not for all the gossip, just for missing 
or found cats. There I saw a plea for a 
found exotic cat (later to be estab-
lished as a pure bred Tonkinese) at a 
dune shack! Quite surprising to say 
the least. Contact with the poster was 
established and a plan was made to 
lend them a trap (CASAS has many at 
our disposal for the community to 
borrow). For those of you who do not 
know, the dune dwellers live way out 
on the Backshore, necessitating many 
machinations to be able to come back 
into Town proper. Haste was made, 
and they had a trap to take back into 
the dunes. I was prepared to stay late, 
it was summer, and the light lasts. 
Imagine my surprise when I got the 
call that they had the cat, a mere 90 
minutes since they left with the trap.  
They drove the cat back to the Shelter, 
where Dave and Anita were able to 
whisk it to the Veterinary Wellness 
Center of Provincetown for a quick 
exam. Scanning for a chip also took 
place, and bingo, the cat had one!  
After many attempts, a relative of the 
owner was located (note to pet own-
ers, if you change your phone number 
or your address, please update your 
information with your microchip car-
rier). The cat had escaped from a 
house in Truro nearly 3 months prior, 

and had traveled at least 10 miles! 
The reunion with the owner, needless 
to say, was a happy event.  This was 
truly amazing, especially considering 
all of the coyotes out and about, espe-
cially in the Dunes.
     A huge thank you goes out to 
Mildred Champlin, her daughter 
Andrea, and all the family members 
of the Mission Bell dune shack for 
reaching out and for their willingness 
to go back and forth to help make sure 
this kitty, Java, was reunited with his 
owner.

BUDDY

 
      One of the hardest parts of our 
work at the shelter is trying to reas-
sure a cat whose owner has passed 
away.  Their whole world is turned 
upside-down and everything is wrong.  
Buddy is one such cat. 
     Buddy’s owner was in a hospital 
for several weeks and he was cared 
for by neighbors. Buddy is a shy cat 
and his caregivers never saw him so 
he didn’t have any human contact for 
an extended time.  When his owner 
passed, we were called to get him out 
of the house.  Of course, we searched 
everywhere for him but there were a 
lot of hiding places.  We set up a 
Have-a Heart trap and crossed our 
fingers.  No other food was available 
to him and two days later he went into  
the trap.  For him a scary car ride 
ended in a place that smelled of other 

cats and certainly was not his home. 
After a few days, Buddy began to ex-
plore his room, enjoy his meals, and 
use the litter box.  I sat on the floor  
and chatted with him while he spent a 
lot of time washing his fur; it had 
been neglected and now was the time 
to get it clean. In this way I got to 
know a sweet and gentle cat and made 
up a limerick about him: 
  There once was a cat named Buddy. 
  He did not like to get his feet muddy. 
  Immaculately clean, 
  Not a bone that was mean. 
  Just a cat who wished not to feel    
  cruddy. 
     My friend Buddy, now a more 
trusting cat, has been adopted and 
shares his new home with another 
gentle boy cat.  I wish nothing more 
for him than good food, good living, 
and good sunny spots to wash his glo-
rious fur in. 

GOOD DOG GUNNER FROM 
PROVINCETOWN WINS  

2ND ANNUAL CASAS BEER  
LABEL CONTEST! 

     Gunner, a Golden Retriever beat 
out 63 entrants to win the 2nd Annual 
CASAS pet photography contest, and 
now graces the label of a special, lim-
ited edition Amber Ale produced by 
the Provincetown Brewing Compa-
ny (PBC). Gunner was a dog about 
Town, who unfortunately passed away 
during the contest said his owner, 
Michael Bruning. He will be forever 
immortalized with his own label. 

Another Great 
Pet Appreciation

Weekend
We kicked off the weekend at 6

A.M.with the ceremonial hanging of the
giant yellow PAW banner between Cabot’s
Candy and The Penny Patch. This scary
task can never be accomplished without the
help of the Kaeselau Family and we are
eternally grateful to Treg, Dylan and
Brendan for climbing and holding the very

tall ladder. Friday afternoon, Ben & Jerry
have scooped ice-cream for CASAS. Later
on that night, Paul Fanizzi donated and
hosted a sumptuous buffet with beverages at
his wonderful restaurant. Saturday morning
dawned early and as soon as the dew was
gone from the VFW Field, we set up the
tent, agility course, barbecue, and beflagged
ring for Canine Games and Fabulous Feline
Photo Contest. 

The Boatslip served up merriment in the
afternoon for Pet Tea Dance with an enor-
mous attendance. The A-House boogied for
CASAS in the evening and gave us the gate,
so to speak. Sunday morning, The Reverend
Shariya Molegoda at St. Mary’s of the
Harbor Blessed our Animals and we Walked
for Shelter to the Pied Bar where Sue
Buerkel’s name was drawn as the winner of
the $1000.00 raffle. Pat Jackson won the
grand prize for most money collected as
pledges for the walk. In her inimitable fash-
ion Stelle Goldberg donated an equal
amount plus a bit more to complete our day. 

We are so grateful to everyone who par-
ticipated in PAW 2005. Please note in your
2006 calendars that PAW 2006 will be Sept
22, 23, and 24th. The CASAS board has
voted to hold Pet Appreciation Weekend on
the last FULL weekend during September
so you can mark it down in your Perpetual
Calendars, should you so desire. 

CASAS 2005
Winners During
Canine Games

★ Stump the Judges, Guess the Breed:
Echo, a clipped Tibetan terrier, Jackarat,
Jack Russell/Rat Terrier, and Slick Man
Jones, breed is Mi-Ki (whatever that is)

★ Best Dressed: Frosting, greyhound
owned by Marj Conn

★ Dog/ Owner Look Alike: Raizel,
English bulldog, owned by Devin
Mayim-Davian

★ Cutest puppy: Lily B, malti-poo owned
by Cheryl Holly

★ Cutest dog: Pilgrim, Cavalier King
Charles spaniel, owned by Candace
Nagle

★ Best dog trick: Trojan, mastiff-lab mix
owned by Mark D’Aleo

★ Best tail wager: Sirena, havanese owned
by Pat Hennessy

★ Hot dog toss, small dog: Tie between
Lily B. and Abbey owned by Roland
Hall. Both brought their entire hot dog
back to their guardian.

★ Hot dog toss, big dog: All the big dog
entries gobbled every bit of their hot

Winter 2005-06 • Issue No. 18                        THE CARRIE A. SEAMAN ANIMAL SHELTER

The Quarterly Publication of

CASAS Pawprint 1 Winter 2005-06

Photo Contest winner Daisy Mae,
photo by Jim Hildreth

The competition was fierce at this
year’s Canine Games. Continued on page 4

Pet Appreciation Weekend brought
many pet divas to the Boatslip.
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Chaka came in second and Charlie 
Girl placed third. They were both of 
the canine persuasion. Close to 20,000 
votes were cast in this terrific fund 
raising event for the Shelter.  The re-
lease party, featuring the can with la-
bel created by artist Scott Meriam, 
was held at the PBC to kick off Pet 
Appreciation Week. We would like to 
thank the PBC for partnering with us 
to make this contest happen. Erik 
Borg and his team at the PBC em-
body the philanthropic spirit of 
Provincetown. 
     We would also like to thank 
CASAS volunteers Rob Sheiffele, 
who was our liaison with the PBC as 
well as our PR person, and Rachael 
Sokolowski, who engineered the pho-
to contest. 

PET APPRECIATION WEEK 2023 
     We started off PAW on Sunday 
with our opening party at the 
Provincetown Brewing Company, 
where the winner of our beer label 
photograph contest was announced. 
The weather was gorgeous and many 
canines and their people came out to 
enjoy the al fresco event. Pampered 
pooches received a bandana and dog-
gy treats especially made for the oc-
casion. 
     Friday night brought us to the Fab-
ulous Fish Fry fundraiser at Bayside 
Betsy’s.  Thank you Tony Valentino! 
     The following Saturday started out 
rainy, windy, and raw.  After monitor-
ing the radar and seeing the long term 
forecast, we unfortunately had to 
make the call to cancel the Parade.  
We were all quite disappointed, but 
brightened up when the Reverend of 
St. Mary of the Harbor Episcopal 
Church said we could do the Blessing 
of the Animals in the Church Hall.  
The animals were blessed by  
Reverend Brian Raiche.  His hus-
band Loren and their dog Chloe also 
greeted everyone who came out for 
the Blessing supplied us some very 
nice refreshments.  
     The Boatslip Resort hosted Pet 
Tea Dance and it was amazing how 
many pets and their people came out 
to have a great time.  
     Many thanks to Jill Botway of the 
Boatslip. Austin Tyler did a wonder-
ful job of emceeing the ceremony as 
people and pets seemed to really en-

joy themselves. The costumes were 
amazing! 

    On Sunday we drew the winning 
ticket for our raffle.  Our very own  
Colin Brown won the first place cash 
prize.  Congrats and thanks so much 
for donating the full amount back to 
the Shelter. 
     Hope to see everyone next year for 
our largest fund raising week! 

KITTENS!! 
     Recently, we have had kittens up 
to our mittens! In August, seven very 
fun and active four month olds had 
the run of our isolation area. Talk 
about chaos!! Trying to deliver meals 
became an Olympic event, and none 
of us are spring chickens. But, as hap-
pens, all were adopted and we were 
lonely for more. We didn’t have to 
wait long. Two older kits and their 
mom were spotted near a volunteer’s 
home. The kittens were trapped and a 
few days later two more kittens came.  
The next day the mom was finally 
brought in. Guess what? She was 
pregnant and two weeks later she had 
EIGHT babies.  My, oh my!   

 
     We love watching babies grow and 
learn and slowly become smaller ver-
sions of the mature cats they will be.  
But it comes at a very real cost to us--
medical exams, vaccinations, and 20 
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spays or neuters all needed to be paid 
for.  That’s where you come in. With 
your help we can continue to do this 
much needed work that means so 
much to us all. Without your generosi-
ty these cats would continue to repro-
duce and many of them would fall 
victim to the terrors of living out in 
the world.  Now they are all safe but 
many more need our, and your, help.  
Please donate. 

ODE TO CLEVE 
     On a white-out New Year’s Eve 
15 years ago, Charles and I were de-
termined to bring Cleve and Harvey 
home. The barely plowed roads of 
Provincetown, the tire tracks, were a 
game to follow in my trusty Volvo as 
though we were the sled heading to 
Grandmother’s house caroling all the 
way. We were actually heading to 
CASAS, that North Star for cat 
lovers, a safe haven, the shelter from 
the storm. The movie Milk had just 
been released and it being a different 
time, a time when gays like us 
grabbed onto and inhabited every 
movie that portrayed our kind of love, 
we easily chose names for our new 
babies. Cleve Jones and Harvey Milk. 
Our gay activist cats. Cats that would 
change the world, a world that still 
said we weren’t a true family. And 
that they did.  

     Our pets can be symbolic, so often 
coming into our lives at moments of 
change and of truth. Moments when 
our world shifts and tilts us onto a 
different path. Cleve and Harvey were 
that. They were, as I imagine so many 
children can be - furry, hairy or oth-
erwise - the mortar that solidified 
Charles and my relationship. While 
we had been together for several 
years, it was still a long distance rela-
tionship. With him in NYC, I was 

struggling being alone in Province-
town and decided on getting a kitten. 
That decision quickly and naturally 
morphed into “we” were going to get 
a kitten, which morphed into kittens. 
And there it was. The moment “I” 
became “we” and a family was born.  
     Cleve and Harvey were born to  
Foxie, a feral cat living at the horse 
farm which sits 100 yards away from 
where Cleve spent his 15 years with 
us, the only home he’s known and the 
place in which he gently let go this 
morning just minutes after watching a 
chipmunk scatter in front of him 
through the window. 

Spencer Keasey 10.29.2023 

PROVINCETOWN IB SCHOOLS 
PYP5 EXHIBITION 

     I was contacted by Kasey Cox, a 
5th grader at the Provincetown IB 
schools, to help with her project on 
teaching others about taking care of 
cats, her chosen theme for the Exhibi-
tion. This Exhibition is a culminating, 
collaborative experience in the final 
year of the IB Primary Years Program.  
    The Exhibition took place at 
Provincetown Town Hall in June 
where I was able to see all of the 
poster board presentations from the 
students, as well as listen to each one 
present their topic from the main 
stage. Kasey did a fantastic job, and I 
know all those in attendance had 
some great take away points about 
caring for domestic animals, cats in 
particular. 

Kasey also came to visit the Shelter 
and got to meet all of our resident cats 
at the time, and pet and play with 
them. 
     Thanks Kasey for reaching out to 
CASAS and for your excellent pre-
sentation. 

   CAT CHAT: SIGHT                                      
 by Roz Goldstein

     First, if you have ever wondered 
why that little furball wakes you at 4-
5 AM and whizzes around just as you 
settle in to watch your favorite TV 
show, it is because of his instinctive 
hunting schedule. Cats are not truly 
nocturnal. They see best at dawn and 
twilight (crepuscular). This is when 
most small rodents emerge. They see 
colors best in purple and gray ranges 
since these are the colors of dusk.
They are indeed adapted to see in very 
low light but not complete darkness. 
Their eyes have evolved a lining in 
the back of the eye which is reflective 
and greatly enhances any light pene-
trating the pupil. This lining is called 
the tapetum lucidum. This is what 
gives the cat the appearance of eyes 
which “glow in the dark”. Another 
adaptation to low light is the pupil 
shape. Unlike our round pupil, the 
feline pupil is a vertical slit. This al-
lows for maximum opening of the 
pupil in the scant light and control-
lable closing in higher light so as to 
not injure the sensitive lining.
     Another adaptation of their vision 
to how they hunt is they see best close 
to them. Also their vision is motion 
sensitive. These traits allow the cat to 
see small prey near them well as well 
as sense small movements. There is 
some research suggesting that feline 
vision can see into the ultra violet 
range. This may explain their staring 
into space when we cannot see any-
thing.
     All the feline senses are geared to 
his hunting abilities. A happy cat is 
one with visual and physical opportu-
nities to practice these. Small toy 
mice, balls, ball tracks, etc. keep his 
mind active and you sane.
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Marge Piercy
In memory of Xena

Helen Valentine
In memory of Tommy Peres

Fred & Joy Long
In memory of Tommy Peres

Helen Valentine
In memory of G. Gladeau

Fred & Joy Long
In memory of G. Gladeau

Brenda Haywood
In memory of Mystic-Spirit
Matthew & Joy McCrosson

In memory of Mickey
Susan Rosen

In memory of Sammy, a dear cat
Susan Goldberg

In memory of Smitty and Simon

I n  Me m o r i a m  
Donations made in memory or honor of a beloved pet or person

Sherry Brec & Susan Connolly
In memory of Paul LaFrance

He gave a loving and stable end of 
life home for many cats and dogs 

over the years. When he crossed over, 
he was smothered in welcoming 

paws.

Shannon Cooch
In memory of Chuck Griffeth from the 

Frisbie-Cooch family

Marsha & Jeffrey Rappaport
In memory of 

Jacoby Falvey, loyal companion and 
best friend forever of our dear friend 

Mr. Brian

Kit & Diane Williamson
In memory of Bella

Bob & Sharon Fodor
In memory of Dorothy Mineo

Bob & Sharon Fodor
In memory of Henry Simon

Bob & Sharon Fodor
In memory of Jose Mamaclay

Katherine Hornyak
In memory of Shirley Crowley

Anne Irwin
In memory of Marla Perkel

Tony Johnson
In memory of my husband Kevin

9/17/1958-5/11/2020

Janet Rose
In memory of Gracie

Jennifer & Rebecca Augur
In memory of Sunshine Tangelo

Sandy Mitchell
In memory of Stella

Jeanne Pedulla
In memory of Janey

John & Patricia Roderick
In memory of Kevin

Pearl

Susan Gonda & Susan Cayleff
In loving memory of our Pearlie, 
Cayless, Gonda, Jake and Honey

Antonio Guerreiro & 
Lee Ann Morris

In memory of Catherine Pierce

Ellen Banash
In memory of Paul LaFrance

Daniel LaFrance
In memory of Paul LaFrance

Sandra Smith
 In memory of David Smith

Jeannette Bragger
In memory of Oliver

Carole Shander
In memory of Penny and Pearl

Edwin & Lisbeth Berrio
In memory of Ray and Dutch

Lois Bartels
In memory of Oliver, 

beloved pet of Jeannette Bragger

Marillyn Wright
In memory of Paul LaFrance

Steven & Joanne Cove
In memory of Tiger, 

thank you for 21 years of 
affection and cuddles

Nicole Barnum
In memory of Marie Deffino

Jeannette Bragger
In loving memory of Bo and Benson

Theresa Raphael
In memory of my uncle, 

Paul LaFrance

Janet Bebe Wunderlich
In memory of Alice Bens
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Patience Wales
In memory Alice Bens

Margaret Lorden
In memory of Chuck Griffeth, 

from a former student
Brian Harrison

In memory of  Chuck Griffeth,
a wonderful teacher and friend

Jane Weissman & Mary Lou Bell
In memory of Jade

Gus Curran
In memory of Rose Liptak

Helen Valentine
In memory of Stephen Score

Fred & Joy Long
In memory of Stephen Score
Bettejean & Ron Seymour

In memory of Chuck Griffeth

Martha Doyle
In honor of Faith, Patchs and Tiger cats

Susan Goldberg
In honor of Gulliver

OTHER DONATIONS
Bold type indicates a gift of $50 

or more
Amazon.Smile

Andrew & Marilyn Lashley
Art Tupper

Barbara Bradley

Bayside Betsy's
Betsey Kuzia & Steve Trimm

Bo Harris & Paul Breen
Boatslip Resort

Brian Morris, M.D.
Carol Peters

Catherine D'Amato & Debbi Ford
Cindy Rosenbaum

Daniel Spring
David Barber

David Ketchum
David Lewis

Deb Meadows & Sue Jungi
Deborah McKown
Deborah Yochelson

Dennis Rhodes
Derek Bolduc

Devorah Landa
Donna Reardon & Jacki Fung
Edward & Carol Lindemann

Emil & Nancy Ippolito
Eric Cordes & David Gural

Fox and Crane Antiques
Fanizzi's Restaurant

Francine & Don Nelson
Gail O'Keefe Edson

Garrow Throop
Gerian Williams

Gus Orr
The Estate of Hannah Shrand

Jane Cuthbertson
Jane Hammond
Jeanne Pedulla

Jeanette Bragger
Jenny Meyers

Jenny Moradfar
Jim Anderson

John & Stephanie Wittman
Joyce Romano
Julia Zeigler

Julie DeVita & Carlotti DeJager
Land's End Foundation

Lillian Kuo
Lisa Ventre

Lisa Kipen-Hershenson
Lynn & Fred Balas

Marcey Oil
Marcia McClure
Margaret Brett

John Dunn
In memory of Renee and Joey

Theresa Billow-Supple
In memory of Chuck Billow

Lane Keltner
In memory of Alice Bens 

from the Thistles

Lynne Foerster
In memory of Alice Bens,

she loved her kitties from CASAS

Mary Bens
In memory of Alice Bens

Martha Murphy
In memory of Alice Bens

David Jones
In memory of  Izzy

Sandra Smith
In memory of Mary Smith

Irma Ruckstuhl
In memory of Maureen Voke's 

wonderful much loved dog Jack

Donna Vaillancourt & Robin Reid
In memory of a most excellent dog, 

Rufus

Bob & Sharon Fodor
In memory of Dennis Fowler

Bob & Sharon Fodor
In memory of Jax, 

a dog for all seasons

P. Dodds & J. Diggs
In honor of Judy Miller's birthday

Roni Siegal
In honor of Anita and Dave

Hazel Warner & Klaus Betten
In honor of Ruth Ann Cowing

Pauline Albrecht
In honor of  Fitzy Mullen-Ryan

P.Dodds & J. Diggs
In honor of Cindy Bingham's birthday

Frank Reiner Dunau
In honor of Rhonda Fowler

Lorie Ward
In honor of 

Mark Weinress and Timmy Simmons

Memorials are printed in each 
newsletter. A gift of $50 or 

more will be noted with a spe-
cial block and with a gift of 

$100 or more we will be happy 
to include a photo.

http://www.casasanimalshelter.org
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Margaret Frommer
Mary Ann Cloherty

Marjorie Bullock & 
Nina Harrison

Martin & Kathleen Fogle 
Charitable Fund

Mary Moore
Mary Smith
Mike Syers

Microsoft Benevity
Nicholas Skinner
Nicole Barnum

Norma Daily Estate
Provincetown Film Society

Provincetown Police Association

Robert & Rosalyn Goldstein
Robin Shaw

Scott Pulsifer & Dorothy Whelan
Seamen's Bank Long Point 

Charitable Foundation
Sherry Prada

Sonja Baro
Steve Buford & Gerald Maesaka

Susan Goldberg
Susan Jordan

Towanda deNagy
Veronica Bachmann-Baron

Virginia Gerners
William & Barbara Hill

William N. Jones

CASAS
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