
cause irritation and vomiting, lilies are 
extremely toxic when ingested by cats 
and can cause liver damage, kidney dam-
age and death.  If you suspect your cat 
ingested an unknown plant, call the 
emergency vet or the ASPCA Animal 
Poison Control Center: 888-426-4435.
     One of the most enjoyable parts of the 
holiday season is the wonderful food.  
What we enjoy should usually not be 
shared with your cat. Chocolate is toxic 
to cats. Cooked chicken bones can be 
splintered and stuck in the cat’s throat.  
Rich foods, fatty foods and milk products 
can cause pancreatitis, vomiting, or diar-
rhea. Alcohol, even in small amounts, is 
harmful. One of my cats stuck her nose in 
my wine glass. I pulled her away in time 
so no, not all cats are put off by smell of 
alcoholic beverages. So, by all means 
treat your cat to his favorite cat food and 
treats (maybe a little cut up lean turkey) 
but keep the people food for you.
     A danger we usually overlook is the 
presence of batteries. Punctures and 
chewing on a battery can leak zinc and 
cause organ failure.
     All this may seem daunting, but fore-
seeing problems will help prevent them 
and assure you and your pet a safe and 
happy holiday.

Happy Holidays from CASAS.

RECENT ADOPTIONS
Keeton & Wick, now Wicka, to Susan & 
Charles Jordan
Mei Mei to Berta Walker
Malibu & Herbie, now Harry, to Heather 
& Brian Guarnotta
Kirby & Pastis to Brenda LaBlanc
Greyjoy, now Aquinnah, to Melanie & 
Susan Denison
Ethel, now Penny, to Dorothy Paul & 
Bernardo Riberio
Winnie & Peeper, now Frances & 
Audrey, to Sandra Bolin & Cynthia Glott
Cookie & Lucy to Claire Macara
Blondie to Sarah Delany & Edward 
Wozniak
George to Christine Frisco
Dobie to Donna Morris

NEW DECK
     The time comes when we need to 
start replacing parts, maybe a knee or a 
hip, or maybe a deck that has outlived 
its usefulness after many repairs. That 
time has come for CASAS. We love 
our deck and so do the cats. When they 
are out in their enclosure they can get 
up close to, but cannot harm, birds, 
mice, and chipmunks. But it is becom-
ing unsafe for cats and people. At over 
650 square feet, it’s a big deck. Plus, 
the cat enclosure has to be dismantled 
and the crab apple tree cut back. To say 
the least, it will be a major undertaking.  

We are asking you to help us. You were 
very supportive when we needed to get 
a new furnace. Now we need your do-
nations to make this very important 
project a reality. We don’t want to take 
funds from our medical or community 
programs budgets so please consider a 
special gift so the kitties can go out and 
enjoy birdwatching. 

FEAR FREE PETS
     Is there a way you help your 
beloved pet live a better life? Is it pos-
sible to bring your cat to the vet with-
out struggle and stress for either of 
you? The answers to these questions 
and more can be found at a wonderful 
and supportive website, fearfreehappy-
homes.com. Here pet owners can ac-
cess articles, videos, and blogs cover-
ing a wide range of topics from separa-
tion anxiety, training, travel, and so 
much more. You can even find a Fear 
Free vet practice nearby. Do you know 
how to read your cat’s body language?  

Does your dog have a behavior prob-
lem that needs addressing?  Fear Free 
can help. New content is added regular-
ly. The whole premise of the site is to 
reduce fear and stress and to help you 
give meaningful in home enrichment 
for all pets.
     There is also information for pet 
professionals and shelters. At CASAS 
we can stay on top of the latest devel-
opments in animal care. Classes and 
webinars are available to us to expand 
our knowledge. The more we learn, the 
better we can care for those who de-
pend on us.

IT'S A SMALL TOWN

     We recently had a chance to visit 
one of our kittens, Aquinnah, in her 
new home. One of her owners works 
for a property management company.  
A potential new client called her office 
and he was quite particular about how 
he wanted things done. He needed to 
make sure that whenever they came to 
the house care would be taken to not let 
his cat out. She said she understood 
because they had recently adopted a 
cat. The man wanted to know how old 
her cat was. “About four months.”  
“Oh, you have a kitten!”  She said 
“Yes, we got her from CASAS.”  Sud-
denly, the whole tone of the conversa-
tion changed. His cat also came from 
CASAS and he talked about what a 
wonderful shelter it is and how nice the 
people had been. A solid foundation for 
a good business relationship had been 
built because of cats. Just goes to show 
how much of an impact our small shel-
ter has, sometimes in surprising ways.

http://fearfreehappyhomes.com
http://fearfreehappyhomes.com

